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Among the figures inseparably 
woven into the tapestry of Frank- 
lin is Hamlin, Ralph Hamlin of 
California. Hamlin was the dis- 
tributor from 1905 until it was all 
over. A great salesman his in- 
fluence was evident in much that 
occurred with Franklin. A natural 
competitor he directed his urge to 
compete into channels that also 
furthered his major business -in- 
terest, the selling of automobiles, 
Franklin automobiles. Hamlin was 
known for racing bicycles, motor- 
cycles and cars. A recent letter 
tells of his first automobile race, at 
Los Angeles in 1903 driving an 
Orient Buckboard. Among his com- 
petitors was Walter Winchester 
driving a 1903 cross engine. Walter 
won quite handily, Ralph was last. This was the immediate 
cause of Hamlin’s taking on the sale of Franklins. He later 
accomplished several notable runs in cross engine days, but his 
fame as a racing driver was made during the days of the in- 
credibly tough desert races between Los Angeles and Phoenix. 
It seems that the only other driver to use the same make of 
car mor than once was Louis Nikrent. He drove a Buick in 
three races, finished 3rd in one, 8th in another and failed to 
finish once. He was also mechanic for his brother in 1909 in 
which they won in a Buick. 

Mr. Hamlin, an active member since the day the club was 
founded, still resides in California and has written a story about 
his participation in five of the seven desert races held before 
the first big war. Bits of this story and some of the pictures 
have appeared here before. One of the remarkable things about 
the story we are printing is that there are forty nine years 
between some of the parts. Some of it he wrote a few months ago, 
part he wrote in 1912! All we have done is to slide these parts 
together. 

Racing is born of argument. The Desert Races certainly are 
not immune to differences of opinion as to what the results 
meant, but it seems to us that the Hamlin- Franklin team could 
fairly be considered the over all winner of the series of races. 

One driver, Harvey Herrick won twice but with different 
makes, his other placings were pretty well down the list. No 
make of car won twice. Hamlin entered and drove a Franklin 
in five of the seven events, he did not drive in the last two. 

The Franklin- Hamlin combination were in five races. They 
finished four winning two second places and one first. The one 
time they did not finish was the second race in which a driver 
caused accident put the Franklin out of the race, no failure of 
the car on its own account, Hamlin just plain hit something and 
smashed an axle. In the first race they finished last, again 
driver and not car, the crew managed to get themselves well 
lost during the night and were over half a day behind the other 
finishers. 


Hans van Groningen has come through with a good story 
on a very unusual Italian air cooler of the Twenties which we 
are printing in this issue. We especially invite your attention 
to the “backbone” frame and its similarity with the famous 
Franklin V-12 Cross Engine shown in ACN 23 and now reputed 
to be in the possession of Dr. Fin. As Carl Doman always insists 
“Franklin led, never followed” we must not assume that the 
Syracuse builders had ever heard of the Sangiusto. 

Included with the material for the Italian story was a small 
picture of a twelve cylinder rotary air cooled engine built by 
De Dion-Bouton in Paris in 1889! Unfortunately the picture is 
rather poor. Mr. van Groningen is endeavoring to secure further 
data on this remarkable engine and possibly we may print some- 
thing on it in future. 


eseeesoe 


We do not intend this to be a free plug for the Volkswagen 
and so will offer no comment on the car itself. We do, how- 
ever, get a wonderful lift from the series of VW advertisements 
that have appeared in recent months. One of their latest in 
which they print no picture and explain why, in our opinion 
should take its place alongside some of Ned Jordan's classics. 
It is a refreshing relief from the nonsense that flows from 
Michigan. We are sure that the VW folks are enjoying their 
spoofing. Maybe they are creating an “image.” 


Se ee) 


There is a treat ahead for the “Classic Chapter” of the 
Franklin Club. Tom Hubbard.the outspoken “Generalissimo of 
the Clan Classicanus” has turned out another of his fine stories 
on Franklins of that category. So far he has not titled it but it 
seems to be generally in the field of convertibles with at least 
one very, very notable exception. It arrived long after layout 
had been completed on this effort so will appear in the December 
number. Even this editor, who is a confessed antique addict, 
has read it a dozen times. 


e202 028 


The picture on the cover is by George Boyer and shows 
the first end of the lineup at this year’s Trek. As usual they 
were lined up by age and continued from this point, in two rows, 
to the final 1934 linousine of the Moddy Wharams. 


The picture on the inside of the front cover is of the wonder- 
fully restored 1908 Frayer- Miller of member Albert Nippert. 
This car won the Best in Show award at the 1961 Trek. 
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Nine years shortly after the first World War there was more 
than one name in the field of more or less light cars. An example 
from Italy, to be exact from Triest, was the air cooled ‘San- 
giusto 750.’ Whether copies of it ever reached the States, or 
even the Netherlands, is as yet unknown to us, but it seems to 
be a little improbable that the car was extensively exported out- 
side its native country because of the rather short period that 
the Sangiusto was for sale. The Turin Auto Museum to which 
we owe the pictures and most of the data for this article pos- 
sesses a 1923 chassis which has escaped destruction and which 
is permanently on show in the Museum’s magnificent bui!ding. 
I especially wish to thank Mr. Jan T. en Gerrit v.G and the 
Directors of the Turin Museum for their most kind cooperation. 

The remarkable technical details of the car, of which the 
makers were very well aware, can clearly be seen in the pic- 
ture. The Sangiusto was intended specially for practical pur- 
poses, it was definitely not meant as a record breaking racing 
car, reasonable speed (which is not stated), good comfort but 
apparently limited to two or three persons, acceptable costs per 
mile and in general an economical car giving a good output at 
a constant high level. It will be useful to “read more into” the 
picture of the chassis to know the characteristics of it. Most of 
this dato is as the builders gave it in their day. 

The chassis is of the central square tubular type as had, e.g., 
the 1934 Mercedes. The holes in it probably served to reduce the 
weight. To it are attached the gear and brake lever as is the 
case with the pedals and the support (original?) of the steering 
wheel. 

The body can easily be built to it, as the makers stated, but 
this is no more to be seen as a complete car seems not to have 
survived. The gauge is 1325 mm, wheelbase is 2500 mm. Wheels 
are interchangeable Rudge - Whitworth for 710 « 90 Pirelli cord 
tires. On the actual car in Turin 27 x 385 Superflex Pirelli Cord 
tires are fitted. The four wheel brakes with interchangeable 
parts are controlled both by hand and foot. 

The construction of the front wheel complex was patented. 
There is no axle in the common sense of the word. The wheels 
always move, besides turning of course, in a vertical direction 
either in curves or while running forwardly; this is enabled by 
a variable parallelogrammic construction formed by blades in 
the horizontal sense and fusees and the side of the tube for the 
vertical ‘line.’ This construction is sprung by one transversal 
spring attached to the backbone chassis. Of course many knee 
joints are necessary to facilitate the various movements up and 
down combined with those caused by the steering. 

The brakes are likewise directed from a distance through 
knee jointed bars, these mechanical brakes are of the single 
shoe type. The steering column ends in the centre with a worm 
but the driving position is right so that the wheel has a slightly 
oblique position which makes entering the car easier. The spring- 
ing system for the back wheels is the same as in front with the 
parallelogrammic construction. 


by J. van Groningen 


The engine is mounted at the back of the tube chassis as in 
the case of various modern small European cars and some 
American compacts. In the early days Benz, Mors, Vallee and 
others already chose the same place for their engines. 

It has a four cylinder engine of 52 x 88 mm. It is forced air 
cooled through a fan with nine blades. In a contemporary leaf- 
let on this car the English words “air-cooling” are used to 
describe this system. The separate cylinders are finned vertical- 
ly, as had e.g. Franklin 1910, 1912 and 1914. [Ed. As well as some 
other years.}] The makers guaranteed that this system was suf- 
ficient for “all circumstances.” 

Capacity of the Sangiusto 750 is 750 cc (swept 738), normally 
running at 2200 r.p.m. it produced 8 fiscal HP or 16 b.h.p. Ignition 
is by magneto, a Marelli dynamo-magneto also furnished the 
equipment for head and parking lights using a storage battery 
of 12 volts in the system. A geared pump keeps lubrication oil 
at a constant level which can be controlled by an indicator. It 
uses a Zenith carburetor with a gasoline tank containing 35 litres 
for about 700 kms (440 miles). The petrol level is indicated. No 
pump is necessary. ms 

An adjustable single plate dry clutch seems to be enclosed 
together with a transmission brake and the four speed and 
reverse gearbox at the extreme end of the chassis, which makes 
it all very accessable. The complete unit is noiseless and trust- 
worthy to a very high degree as special materials have been 
used .. . according to the text of the Sangiusto-men. The drive 
is direct from the patented engine-differential unit to the wheels 
by bars and universal joints, there are neither chains nor a 
propellor shaft. The differential has conical satellites. The engine 
is low geared [Ed. low speed?] and has a small cylinder capacity 
and the builders pointed to the resulting low fuel consumption, 
which however they do not expressly state. Starting was by 
crankhandle and/or pedal from the driver’s seat. 


This extreme boattail was used on the coupe as well as the open 
roadster shown above. 
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The chassis. This exceptionally clear photograph shows the unusual front and rear suspension, 
the steering hook up as well as brake linkage and the rectangular section ‘backbone’ frame. The text 
does not mention but but the engine appears to have overhead camshaft. 


This view clearly shows the transmission - differential unit 
mounted behind the engine. It may be noted that the engine bears 
considerable outward likeness to the air cooled Chevrolet motor of 
1923 though it appears to have an overhead camshaft while the 
Chevrolet was the more conventional push rod type. 


The axle-less construction by which the wheels are attached 
to the backbone frame was patented. The weight of the car, 
unfortunately not stated, is constantly distributed in a rational 
way over the four wheels. Great stability, good road-holding 
and comparatively small wear and tear of the tyres are the 
valuable results of the whole construction. The logical distribu- 
tion of the various mechanical parts, the low floor and centre 
of gravity also contribute to this. To repeat and summarize the 
qualities once again, they are the sweet suspension, the fine 
steering qualities, the economical output and the streamlined 
body made possible through the place of the engine at the rear 
of the car. 

Petrol (see tank filler cap on hood) and luggage found plenty 
of room in front of the driver’s compartment (but how was this 
hood lifted?). The front of the hood in general resembles the 
air cooled Czech “Tatra” of 1924. 

I hope that through this description pervades enough of the 
expectations of the designers of this, in many respects, remark- 
able air cooled car. The exact dates of its period of production 
at Triest we regret we do not know. Boyle states between 1920 
and 1930 but we believe it was actually only during a small 
couple of years that the Sangiusto factory, labelling her products 
with a kind of French lily, really was active. 

As we have no history of it at hand it is difficult to answer 
the question of why the name vanished. We could imagine that 
a weak economic background of the enterprise has been the 
main reason, or did the uncommon construction of the Sangiusto 
show too many faults in the hands of the common customer? 


Salhi eae te ees} uk 2! , | Te ec ge Sp Phat ST ea alm 2 Da ‘PARE Seah eke a he a © i 
: . a Sey 
A - : 
¢ 4 , rr _— b ty J é ‘ 
} 4 4 , "i ia : 
i pe a. § 
| - Sees » zs : 
“es a - rey oe af f * 
| . va ‘ ih =o Pa ee 7 
<j 4 a ae " : ee ' 
a \\ ign we ix ae «a. :  . _ | 
ia ~ _ Sl eee,’ | wf VW : 
i A ‘4 : LA 3 IF >". ™ 5 
Wh -S ~ , z he. 7 a. x 
adel 5 >> , 5 il { /) ¥ “s ’ 
ell é as ag ° / ~~ } ee 
“i ' 7 ae Sie ae he e/ \ y : 
: Bw | by ee Vn | 
me Al! y bY ae. a Th eh 6.4 + iz % 
W > eae mee 67° US & 
NG vi a4 . j Mi na = sane w, : r 
x } a we j | a, ‘4 i ee f jp 
SS a ee se 
7 — pat te a ‘ 
| ae * Rene ae - 
{ ie ae ¥ e 4 
i} 3 yj YF ¢ er ; ‘ 
a) VANE 
Ne —— — r | 
¥ See ath 
wes ee ae on ‘ — } 
3 Pyare A a 2 . “ty ail ey ge Ae Bart ; ae : 
3 ty : 3 sad > Pei 4 a+ hie ea : 
% / — ee ee. 
Ps Aa ae a 
+3 ae: : gees 7 eS oui il "af a 
~~ es" " ere ca a = — my ™" : 
Ss ape ys 
A > alia ae a | 
“oS iy! Fw eS | 
d , ay “! V4 Se F, SS 
r TSS = a. E Wau rae 
A ffenley 
es | 
oe Le aes a - ie ae | es a OO ae aa ee ae ee cere: i bs Riu. 5 er Hh 4 on 


“saauy $ 4aaiap oy) uaamjoqg umoys uuinjo> m ~~ 


ayy 40f 29D4qg podiq pasivj ‘favay ay} si jsasajur fo ospp ‘ajgisia fijapaj2 aap saan sof apjjog «1D ayy 
pup yoni ay [ “pausaosip aq fiow appuvy ysv{ ay) sapun jsn{ pos josjuos si YypIM 40}D42UaB8 UaM4p jaaym 
“All M-M 24 “402 p4asap 7/6] Py) fo spwjap Buysasaqur ayy fo ausos smoys fijavajo aanjoid siy 7 

*20D4 D fo }AD}S PY] JD | YpNay fo JUaWOW | ay) 2}DIIPUR ]]D ‘yOo) JuajUI ay} ‘YI}N]2 passasdap ay} ‘4023 Mo} 
aanjoid D yons asod pjnos auo ou ‘azp4 4a}D] D fijavaj> $i siy} 40f $2204 J4asap asow ou 


ul 4aaa) ay} * * 
‘uIpBD 2204 07 Jou pasiwosd ay joy} sajyDjs Aisojs s uljwoFY “Juapiaa fij4va]9 s1 pooy 


puvau ay fijsnoiago | 


ay} uo uDBos ayy fo uoNDsa}1}90 ay 7 ‘a}Dp 42}D) D w UayD} yng 2204 Z/G{ PY] UI pasn 4D2 aWDS ayy SI 
yt yyy Moys Jim py aBvg uo aanjoid ayy ypim uosisvdwos p P 


‘aanjoid siyy fifnuapi jou saop ydjoyy 


: ~ re r : 
A ‘ jf wees ma 
/ 3 vag rt eo / b . ; ae ’ 
, re: a Sa eae a. 
Pag, ie : wae 4 7 si? Se Z ¢ 
* . Fy : ' = ase —. 
Senay ts 4 1 ‘ey 4 a Z § 
re a —— ge x ee 
: lO ao 
: ve . 4 aren. , 7 : , 
‘ ms i “i - 2 ¥ a 
od we) -_— © . a 
' oe ft te : ae oS ‘ y ; é 
* “a ie = e. sr. ‘ 
- . Awe ie Bq a i ‘9 . x e 
“SS im vinnie - 
y his - te oe ati 
oe tae. : ie tae Fs 
#8 j ; t * ve ¢ oe 
2 . : i & ig Fe 
oe : 2 7 hes p a 2 : 
‘ : i be oe : ie 
‘ j F 1 - odes ie 
. : : Dip e; . ’ 
‘| 7 ; e Li 
ere » - } 4 ° Bk ¢ ri 
e* a 5 
; pe) m r . oe iy / 
rt % a ’ 
Snel 3 ; ai <a 
Pe a cede > wi + 3 
v be . ain ep - ‘ ; = si te ia as * 3 + § 
® Are 3 ae , 
“ oa er ‘ z 
sy ised = ¥ = 
. th? * ae Seen” “ a # ees iy 5 
; P eae a a ; Boh 
ae ee Me "4 Ya 
Ras &. re , he rhe t ; at 
ot a To” a 
Pris, * 4 ; t 
5 : 4 MA Bs - , a% ;  @ 
A \ - ‘ ‘ : re - F ys 
<a dl — 
. 3 é ‘ a 4 ® E ' 
j /z Nae . ae 
A - il § é . 
; 4 : * ; . 4 fe 
i . - ee 
i ot _ * p<] i é 2 * 
ty oie | noe 
t Ai! re. ; a : fz ‘ : 
+. d ‘J s a e7 ~ > se 
» ie : & zt ~ & ee 
“Neiaha Z - — Re eee é ae 
F 57 gi ees. ae = 
; f i See ik. ane or ' * oe | 
rr io ial La etal ae > ae E Bat. x, ‘ a 
: nee 3 _ * ee ie ae ee 2 er 
= co Zs tn ie Pas Mm, a 4 a! ae Fag _ 4 J ; 
; : . a A weenie Tee fey og Aegeers q speeoaamee & Sone 
> ae waa bee te ee is Re ee ee” in 
Zz —e $ i aoa i di — Be 
i ¥ SRE Rares tm 3 4 a Be 2p Pee. 
‘ae ae Re wes ae ee Pama L; 
: ® m r "Sas ie er es ee cme 
: s ie ok + Sg, gaeamene igh 
: ae _ < mer ease ar Pat 
nd ee! OF f= kd ae eal ‘. 
4 p P£u ef ea ‘| en 
4 ; Piet s a Fe ee +f — - 
“ie ae ge ae ha : . ia 
ys ee act aa 
5 a. i. ie 
nN, tea Wa ae 5 ’ se 
; = aS a a 
ai eee ae et: ae Me. ‘ 
¥, 3 Bagg t 5 ae a i % ie i : a aa 4 
= ne pdm 2 ; ae. > sells 
ac Se ite NIRS. las i esa 
‘ ' ” Pre @ ae De rah. eit 
t aa ae a th es 
Fe Ree d's ee Tal Se a. ee i aes aa Petete RE lc, ae nr alee =A ¥ ae os Sea 
; “aap gS Hee - gi. ee eee. ee a ae cS Sees eit ela eae es eee A ae se ope e eam | 


} 


FIVE YEARS 
on the 
DESERT 


Hamlin recounts his 
part in the races 
to Phoenix 


Many of my friends have requested me to write the 
history of the toughest road race ever held anywhere, the 
Los Angeles to Phoenix desert race. The race was held for 
seven years from 1908 through 1914. The course varied 
somewhat from year to year but averaged around five 
hundred or more miles. 

In as much as I participated in the first five of the 
seven races, winning two second places and one first, I am 
probably the only participant left who remembers all the 
details. Before I go into the story of how it got its start I 
will attempt to explain my interest and my strong desire to 
win it. All my racing in my early days, bicycle, motorcycle, 
speed boats and automobiles was purely from an amateur 
standpoint. I enjoyed the thrill of winning for one thing 
but the most important of all was the publicity for the 
merchandise I was trying to sell. In those early days a win 
was a great boost and helped sales. I was the Southern 
California distributor for the Franklin air cooled cars from 
1905 until they were forced into bankruptcy following the 
great depression. It was not easy to sell air cooling. My 
competitors, all of whom sold water cooled cars, would tell 
my prospects that if air cooling was so good the rest of the 
cars would be using it. I entered any event that came along. 
When the desert race was suggested it was my chance to 
put air cooling on top, if I could win. I have never seen in 
print just how these races started. 


In 1908 John Purdy Bullard, the attorney general for 
the Territory of Arizona, was the president of the Maricopa 
Automobile Club and a great worker for good roads. He 
also happened to be a good friend of John W. Mitchell who 
was general manager of the Hollenbeck Hotel here in Los 
Angeles. Mitchell also was a booster for better roads. These 
two conceived the original idea of the race and it was 
agreed that if the race could be arranged it would start 
from the Hollenbeck. 


Bullard sold the idea to the Arizona Republican who 
promised to donate a perpetual trophy if the race could be 
set up. John Mitchell then approached Leon T. Shettler a 
fine sportsman who was the distributor for the Kissel Kar 
in that territory. Shettler was immediately interested and 
in turn contacted Colonel] Fenner and Captain Ryus who 
were the White Steamer people in Los Angeles. Shettler 
and the White dealers had been trying to settle for some 
time which had the fastest car. This could be the answer, 
they agreed to the race. At a regular meeting of the 
directors of the automobile dealers these two were talking 
over the race, I heard the conversation and was immediat- 
ely much interested, I asked them how I could get in. I well 
remember that Captain Ryus said the Franklin could not 
even cross the desert. That statement surely got under 
my skin. The first race was set for October, only two 
months away, but my entry was accepted. Andrew J. Smith, 
the Elmore distributor, entered a car and brought the 
starters to four. 


One of the interesting features of the first race was 
that the entries provided four distinct types of cars, a 
Franklin air cooled six cylinder, a Kissel four cylinder 
water cooled, an Elmore four cylinder, two cycle, water 
cooled and a White Steamer. My car was equipped with 
36 x 3% tires in front and four inch tires in the rear mount- 
ed on quick detachable rims, they were not so “quick” but 
much faster than the early type of clincher that required 
six lugs to hold them on. Spares included four extra tires, 
block and tackle, strips of canvas to help get out of deep 
sand, two canvas water bags, a few spare parts and a good 
supply of tools. Guy Erwin was my mechanic. We had never 
seen any of the course beyond Banning so Leon Shettler 
loaned me a guide who had covered most of the course. 
He sat on the floor. 


The race started at midnight in front of the Hollenbeck 
Hotel. We left at five minute intervals in a blaze of glory. 
Large crowds lined the course, particularly through 
Pomona, Colton, Redlands Junction and Banning. We made 
good time until reaching the desert at White Water. 
Through Palm Springs and Indio the trail was fairly well 
defined but rough and sandy. As we were entering Indio 
daylight was just appearing, the road from here followed 
through Mecca. Leaving Mecca our trail led to Blythe and 
Ehringberg, at the Colorado River this trail was the old 
abandoned stage coach route. We skirted the north shore 
of the Salton Sea above the abandoned Southern Pacific 
tracks and in a short time we met a junction where the 
trails divided. Our guide advised us to follow what he 
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called the Chuckwalla Wells trail. He had been over it. 
The other route was via Corn Springs Trail. 


As we continued we soon entered a very steep canyon 
with shelving rock, here we broke a steering arm. fort- 
unately we had included one in our spares and so were on 
our way again in about an hour. Up to this point we had 
not seen any of the other cars as we had started last. In a 
few more miles we were high on a mesa and to our surprise 
we spotted a car stuck in the sand. It was the Kissel Kar. 
We pulled out around it, backed up and hooked on a rope. 
With the power of both cars and both crews we got them 
out. Harris Hanshue said to me. “Ralph, don’t you know we 
are in a race,” I said. “Yes, Hon, I know we are but I may 
be in the same fix some time...not so good two hundred 
miles from nowhere.” This little incident cemented a 
friendship that lasted as long as Hon lived. 


As we approached the Palo Verde country, the low 
lands along the Colorado River, the trails came together. 
1 had often wondered where a steamer got its water when 
there isn’t any. I found out when ever we passed a large 
rag tied to brush...that’s where a five gallon can of water 
was hidden. Smaller rags warned of a bad wallop near. The 
Palo Verde country was very similar to the Imperial Valley 
but had only undeveloped miles of trail through mesquite 
brush. Leaving Blythe we had only a short run to the river 
that was the over night control but unfortunately darkness 
overtook us and we got lost. They were building canals at 
that time. No matter how hard we tried we would wind 
up at a new canal, as our gas was getting very low we were 
forced to quit short of the control. At daylight I spotted a 
hunter, I cailed to him and to my great surprise he answer- 
ed, ‘Hello, Ralph, what are you doing out here?” We were 
raised in the same Blue Lodge! He climbed aboard and put 


PHOENIX 
ANGELES 


us on the right trail. We arrived at the river where I had 
sent a supply of gasoline. We were hopelessly out of the 
race but it was easier to continue than to return and any- 
way I wanted to see the country to make it easier for th 

next race. The other cars had crossed the river and wer 
on their way. 


The only way to cross @he river was on a log raft con- 
trolled by Indians. The final two hundred miles was about 
the same kind of country but not quite so bad. The finish 
was planned to be at the Territorial Fair Grounds on a 
Thursday afternoon during their racing week. As the cars 
arrived they would make one round of the track. The 
winner would be presented to the Governor and receive 
a great hand from the crowd in the grandstand. Ryus and 
Fenner in the White Steamer, “Black Bess”, were the 
winners in thirty hours and twenty minutes. I was last. due 


to getting lost, all I could do was to look forward to better - 


luck next year, I had learned the hard way. 


That evening we all gathered at the Adams Hotel 
where an excellent banquet was put on for us. Following 
the dinner the trophy was presented to the winners, 
Colonel] Fenner and Captain Ryus. After the banquet we 
all proceeded next door to the Louvre Bar, here a custom 
was established that was followed in all the future races, 
filling the trophy with champagne as long as the thirsts 
lasted. The: next two days were spent sight seeing. then 
most of us returned by train, shipping our cars. 


When 1909 came around we put to good use | 


experience that had been forced upon us the year befor 
and made our preparations with great care. Once again I 
drove a model H, a newer model this time. This year Guy 
Erwin did not accompany me but I had Clayton Carris on 
the team. Carris was an experienced man in desert travel 
and we made our plans with considerable optimism. 
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The course was to be through Yuma this time. We got 
off to a fine start and everything went well until we hit 
Brawley in the Imperial Valiey. We literally “hit Brawley” 

a: there I went over a railroad crossing too fast, bounced, 
hit bottom and smashed the differential housing beyond 
any hope of repairing in time to continue the race. The 
Franklin was out through no fault of its own. 


This year ten cars made the start and four finished. 
One car, an Isotta, came agonizingly close to being a fifth 
finisher but went out of commission within four miles of 
the finish and had to be towed into Phoenix. Joe and Louis 
Nikrent in a Buick were the winners with a time of 19 
hours, 13 minutes and 30 seconds. 


As the races were held late in the year we were able 
to use quite late model cars. For the 1910 affair we chose 
a 1911 Model H but fitted it with an older style barrel hood. 
This was an engine that could take anything we tried to 
give it in the line of punishment. Of course in the two prior 
years the Franklins had done their part but their crews 
had “‘done em wrong”. one time spending the whole night 
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1908 H in the event held that 


Hamlin drove this pee. 
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This was the time when he took a wrong 


lost on the desert and the other time smashing an axle 
against a crosstie. 


After the first race the interest was so high that a 
special train known as the Howdy Special followed the race. 
Those interested in the cars and drivers entered, tire men. 
writers or anyone desiring to ge along. The train would 
proceed after the start and meet the cars at the night con 
trol, and then again at the finish where the Howdy Band 
would perform and act as escort for the winner. The band 
b2came very popular. 


After spending the night in control the cars would 
take off again at five minute intervals in accordance witli 
their times of entering control. This last lap was about two 
hundred miles. In this third attempt we greatly improved 
our performance, finishing second just thirty two minutes 
behind the winning Kissell Kar driven by Harvey Herrick 
and his riding mechanic. O. M. Kern. Herrick’s time was 
15 hours and 44 minutes. Oh, yes. Guy Erwin was back in 
the seat again this year. Out of fourteen starters eleven 
finished, everyone seemed to be gaining experience. 
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ee 


road and was lost for half a day. Apparently the horseshoe, mounted in the approved upside down 
fashion lacked the expected guardian powers, for they finished last anyway. That one lone canteen 
does not look exactly adequate for fourteen hours on the desert! Notice the cord lagged springs and 
the storage battery mounted in a box on the running board. 
We do not have a picture of the 1909 car but it would have looked somewhat similar to this 
1908 job. 
Courtesy Horseless Carriage Gazette 
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By 1911 the late John Bullock had become so interest- 
ed in the race that he donaied another beautiful perpetual 
cup. By this time the interest was really running high and 
lots of money changed hands. I stated earlier that I always 
raced as an amateur and not for money but was always 
willing to bet on my own car. My customary bet was even 
money that I could beat any other car. The expense of 
preparing a car for this kind of an event was considerable 
and the factory paid none of the cost so my side bets help- 
ed quite a little. 


This is car we drove in 191] and 1912 
the road speaks for itself 
nothing need be said 


Ralph Hamlin and Guy Erwin in the car they used in 19/0. Guy Erwin also rode as mechanic 
in 1908. Clayton Carris rode “shotgun” in the ill fated 1909 attempt. 

This is a 1911 chassis with a slightly modified round hood, for reasons that are not explained. 
The short auxiliary (?) exhaust stacks come through what appears to be a panel separate from the 
hood itself. The lever at Erwin’s left is probably a duplicate brake lever so that he could help Hamlin’ 
“fetch her up” when occasion demanded. That's a guess, we're not sure. They finished second. 


second, the staying qualities and the reliability of the car lL 


This time we were driving a 1912 Model D, and wiih 
Erwin again in the left seat we finished second. Harvey 
Herrick had repeated his 1910 victory but with a National e 
this time, his time was 20 hours and 22 minutes. This time 
we were not quite as close on his tail as the year before, 
taking two hours and thirty three minutes longer than 
Herrick. The course was somewhat longer than the pre- 
vious year which accounts for the apparently slower time. 
Ten cars finished this year out of sixteen who started. 


I now, in 1912, had two good second places to my 
credit, it was high time to bear down and win this race and 
quit the fooling around. This year I laid my plans carefully 
and at the start I felt sure that nothing, barring another 
accident, would prevent me from finishing on the Phoenix 
Fair Grounds in first place. 


My winning of the race was due to two things: first, the 
carefully planned schedule which I made and which I kept 
to so closely that I was only 22 seconds behind the running 
time I had planned to make when I reached Phoenix; 


drove. It was the same thirty-eight-horse-power, six 
cylinder Franklin that I drove last year, a car well fitted for 
the work it had to do because of its ability to make good 
speed steadily under the hardest driving conditions. | 

b 


To make the trip from Los Angeles to Phoenix under ) 
any condition of driving is sufficient to tax the stamina of 

the best car built, but to make it under racing conditions | 
is to put an almost incredible strain on every part of the | 
car. 
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Before the race started this year I had made one test 
run over the course. I had let the car out over the bad 
places to see what it would stand up under. My experience 
in previous years stood me in good stead. The Franklin 
air-cooled motor, full-elliptic springs, the wood chassis, the 
flexible construction of the car, and the large tires and light 
weight, gave me the essentials to win. 


After my test run over the course I figured 18 hours 
and 10 minutes as the time in which I would make the run. 
This would give me a higher average mileage per hour than 
had been made before and it was a schedule that I felt 
I could maintain, barring some unforseen accident. 


1 finished the race in 18 hours, 10 minutes and 22 
seconds and I ran every inch of the way on a fixed program. 


At Ogilby, after passing Salton Sea and 
Mammoth Wash, hardest stretch 

between Los Angeles and Yuma. 

The Franklin within 

striking distance of Yuma. 


The start of the long desert grind was staged at an 
hour before midnight on Saturday, October 26, in the busi- 
ness centre of Los Angeles. The race duplicated those of 
the other four years in which I started, only the four cars 
of 1908 had developed into an even dozen in 1912. 


At just eleven o’clock Saturday night we were all lined 
up for the starting signal. Twelve cars with snorting 
exhausts were held in leash by twelve impatient drivers. 


Twenty-four beams of light from twelve sets of headlights 
cut great round holes into the night. Twelve restless 
mechanicians nervously fumbled at controls and pressure 
pumps. , 


Before us 511 miles of mountains, deserts and streams, 
badly swollen by heavy rains, stretched out to the goal 
at Phoenix. 


At 11:05 Eddie Maier slapped the driver of the first 
car on the back and the race was on. Seven other cars 
started before I got away at 11:45. Of the eight cars that 
were ahead of me, two were driven by men experienced in 
the desert race; Bramlette driving a Cadillac, and Louis 
Nikrent driving a Buick, the same car that he drove last 
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year. Soules, in a Cadillac, I knew was destined to be 
another worthy contender. His records on the track had 
given him a reputation for accepting hazardous chances 
and had made him a figure to be reckoned with in the long, 
mad desert scramble. 


As the drivers got away one by one I hastily reviewed 
my schedule for the run. I was out to win and if I won it 
was my last desert race. I knew that my schedule was a 
winning one and I resolved not to accept chances but to 
stick closely to the plan I had outlined. 


Ferrying across the Colorado River 
at Yuma, the end of the first lap 
of the desert race. 


In the 307 miies between Los Angeles and Yuma a 
long desert stretch began after leaving Banning, 100 miles 
from home. The bigger, high powered cars might speed 
it up over the good roads, but when they came to the sand 
my steady plugging would tell and that was where I planned 
to overtake them. With the light weight Franklin I knew 
that I would have no trouble. 


I must have been under considerable nervous tension 
for when my signal to start came, the yell, “We're off,” 
which I shouted to Andrew Smith, my mechanician, came 
almost involuntarily. 


The city officials were taking no chances on hazardous 
speed within the city limits and we were escorted by motor- 
cycle officers out to the county roads. Crowds lined the 
streets of the city, diminishing as we got out to the rough 
streets of the city borders and appearing again in multi- 
tudes along the county roads where we would begin to 
hit up speed. Out on this county highway some of the 
bigger cars were hitting up terrific speeds. My Franklin 
was responding nobly to the throttle and as we passed over 
the good roads of Los Angeles county and down through 
the San Gorgonio Pass we were averaging well over 65 
miles an hour. 
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The crowds of people lining the highways grew thinner 
and finally there was nothing ahead but the glow of our 
searchlights showing the road. I knew that one of the 
watchwords of the race was “Look out for the Franklin,” 
and I was going to make good on that watchword. 


Hamlin registering in at Yuma 
fifteen minutes ahead 

of his nearest competitor 

in running time. 


Smith was busy with the big searchlight keeping every 
twist and turn in the road lighted up for two hundred yards 
ahead of us. Fifteen minutes from the time we started 
the clock, that I was using to gauge my running time, 
stopped. I was compelled to rely on shouted answers from 
spectators in the towns through which we passed to show 
me whether I was running on my schedule or not. 


The first thirty-three miles to Pomona we made in 41 
minutes, so the timers told us. This was good time for 
the distance and lined up with my schedule, and we sped 
on through the town to Ontario. 


As we passed through the towns the way was lighted 
up by bonfires and every farm house on the road turned 
out its quota to watch us pass. 


Just beyond Ontario we met the first and only bad 
accident in the race. Smith yelled that it was the Buick 
driven by Louis Nikrent, one of the gamest drivers that 
ever sat behind a steering wheel. The car was a twisted 
mass of broken steel. This wreck, in connection with the 
stopping of my watch, had a peculiar effect on me. We 
barely avoided colliding with the overturned car and after- 
wards learned that Bigelow in his flying Mercedes ran into 
the peril which we had so closely missed. 


There was nothing that we could do, so we kept up 
our speed undiminished. Over the good roads that we 
had passed my Franklin had been working beautifully. 
Nikrent’s accident had eliminated two of the eight cars 
ahead of me and I was now out to overtake the other six. 
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Racing cars in control at Yuma, Ariz., 
where the drivers rested over 
Sunday night. 


Ahead of me I could see the gleam from the lights of one 
of them. As we came to the top of a short hill I gave the 
Franklin a little more gas and in a minute there were only 
five more cars ahead of us. 


Into Colton we sped at one o’clock. We had been on 
the road only an hour and a quarter and it seemed as if we 
had hardly begun the race. I remembered the cars that 
were behind me and ahead we heard the exhaust of another. 


A few miles out of Banning we passed the thirty-two- 
horse-power Hupmobile driven by Leonard Jones. He was 
making a noble fight, but we flashed by him and Smith 
shouted, “Only four ahead of us now.” A short time after 
we passed Jones we overtook the first Cadillac to start. 
That the others had distanced this car showed us that they 
had made terrific speed over the roads that were now 
becoming mere trails. But the forty minute gain that we 
had made on the first car to start showed that we were 
crawling steadily up on the leaders. The three cars ahead 
of us we reduced to two in the sands between White Water 
and Palm Springs, where we passed Bramlette driving the 
second Cadillac. Only two cars ahead of us now—the 
Cadillac driven by Soules, and the Simplex driven by 
Faulkner. I knew the chances that both of these men 
would take and they were taking advantage of every inch 
of the road. 


At Palm Springs we were making the best kind of 
speed after the two cars ahead. At Indio we lost eight 
minutes when we threw a tire. This was the first and 
only time during the race that we had to stop outside of 
the checking places and the eight minutes seemed like eight 
hours. 


Coming into Coachella, the second checking place, the 
roads grew better, and here only a few minutes separated 
us from the two leading cars, and here the light began to 
break and already in the East ahead of us came the early 
glow of the dawn. 
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Mecca was the next town we passed through and Mecca 
has been catalogued as at the end of things desirable. 


Ahead lay the great Colorado desert and the mysterious 
Salton sea. 


We were about twenty miles out on the desert when 
we saw a cloud of dust ahead. It was Faulkner and the 
Simplex with a good lead that I would have to work hard 
to overcome. The Simplex was making remarkable time. 
The sun was climbing higher and it no longer was necessary 
to use the searchlight. Smith sank back into his seat for a 
few minutes’ rest, temporarily exhausted from the constant 
strain of keeping the searchlight on the road and working 
the gasoline pressure pump. 


Into Brawley in the midst of the Imperial Valley, two 
hundred miles from home, the race became neck and neck. 
The entire population was out to greet us and there were 
loud bursts of cheers as we passed through. 


The dreaded Mammoth Wash was still to be passed 
and here it was that I planned to overtake the heavy cars 
ahead of me. The light weight, easy riding of our car 
was beginning to make itself felt over the rough trails and 
deep sand. In the Mammoth Wash it was dig, dig, dig and 
plow, plow, plow through the miles of sand, and here we 
passed the Simplex. Teams of horses were ready to haul 
the cars out of difficulty but we had no use for them, only 
twice Smith jumped out and got busy with his shovel when 
we ran into sand pits. 


One gets an intimate feeling driving a car through a 
test like this and I began to feel that the motor out in front 
of me was almost human and seemed to know the effort 
that it would have to make before it reached its goal and 
was putting out every ounce of strength to do it. 


A stretch of “road” 
just outside of Yuma, 
heavy going for the car. 


My Franklin was doing all that I knew it would do; 
never was there a car that would stand so much abuse or 
do such consistent work. Deep sand, rough trails, these 
became no more difficult than smooth road as we sped on. 


When we reached the Southern Pacific railroad at 
Mammoth Station I knew we were ahead in running time, 
although in position Soules in the Cadillac was still in 
the lead. The last leg of the first day of the race was 
before us. Behind us the Simplex was stalled in the sand 
and I had only Soules to contend with. 


East of Mammoth the roads were in fairly good con- 
dition and we were making exceptional time. I knew that 
it was only necessary to hold our pace to make the best 
time between Los Angeles and Yuma, and that was all I 
wanted. I was not trying any stunts or accepting unneces- 
sary hazards. I was working out my schedule, my one idea 
being to be first in Phoenix when the race ended. 


Soon we saw the distant hills of Arizona ahead of us 
and knew that we were near the Colorado river. It began 
to look more like real country, more vegetation and once 
in a while a mud hut or a fairly respectable looking adobe 
house and then we were at the control on the Colorado river. 
Here the old ferry boat, manned by Indians and forgotten 
white men, took us across and the first lap of the race was 
ended. We were but twenty-five miles behind Soules in 
time and this gave us a fifteen minute lead in actual running 
time. 


The Franklin was ahead. The car was in perfect 
condition ready for the second stretch. My time was 
according to schedule. Barring accident, I knew that I 
was going to win. 


They said that we were exhausted when we arrived 
in Yuma and I presume that expresses it. We had run 
through sand storms and the sand had cut my face terribly. 


Hamlin saving time 

by putting 30 gallons of gasoline 
into the tank in 

thirty seconds 

just before going into control. 
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Franklin the first car out of Yuma 
on the second lap of the 
long grind to Phoeniz. 


The constant strain of watching the road in the dark, also 
of the wind in our faces and the intense cold that had 
marked the early part of the race had left us blood-shot 
and haggard-looking. But we were all impatient for the 
resumption of the race on Monday morning. I would start 
away from Yuma fifteen minutes ahead of the others, and 
if everything went right, I would never lose those fifteen 
minutes. 


From noon Sunday until daybreak Monday our cars were 
in control at Yuma. Sunday afternoon and Sunday night 
was the most discouraging part of the entire race. Tele- 
grams were constantly reaching us: “Mountain streams of 
middle Arizona are raging, all road connections cut off, 
many automobiles bound for Phoenix stalled, one large car 
abandoned in the middle of Kirtland Creek, Hassayampa 
River impassable, no ferry available, no bridge for a dis- 
tance of about fifty miles out of the course.” 


This was the kind of information we slept on Sunday 
night, but Monday morning we started out again bound on 
pushing through to Phoenix regardless of conditions. We 
sped out of Yuma at full speed, the others following and 
attempting to cut down the lead that we had secured the 
day before. Through Middle Wells, Dome and Castle Dome, 
we passed in rapid succession. At Agua Caliente and 
Buckeye, we still maintained our lead and with conditions 
favorable to getting the best there was out of the Franklin 
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we began to increase our lead. Reaching the historic 
Hassayampa River, it looked as though we would be stopped 
by the flood of water which was crowding the river banks. 
The water was two feet deep and rushing in torrents, but 
we were able to cross without trouble. 


Again at the Agua Fria we_struck flood difficulties and 
this stream was swollen many times beyond its usual 
shallow proportions by the heavy rains in the Arizona hills. 
I stopped the motor, wrapped the magneto with a rubber 
cover and with the aid of four good horses managed to cross 
safely losing only a few minutes. 


A railroad bridge crossing the Agua Fria River at the 
point where we reached it tempted us to cross this way, but 
there was a prohibition against the use of railroad tracks 
in the race and rather than risk being disqualified I stepped 
on my desire to run along the railroad tracks and took the 
chance with the river. 


From the Agua Fria River driving conditions grew 
better. Here I was about twenty minutes in the lead and 
of all the cars Soules in the Cadillac was the only one 


within reach. I knew nothing but an accident could take 
the prize from me now. 


The motor in the Franklin was working to perfection 
and my lead over the other contestants grew steadily. I 
was slightly behind my schedule, but with the good roads 
ahead I was letting the Franklin do its best and the nearer 
we got to Phoenix the more possible it seemed that I would 
finish in the time I had allowed. The race settled down to 
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Fording the Agua Fria River. 
Rules of the race 

prohibited the use of 

railroad bridge. 

At this point 

horses were resorted to. 


a steady plug for speed, and then the town of Phoenix hove 
into view. Down to the State Fair track we sped and 


around it, crossing the tape a winner, just twenty-two sec- 
onds over the time I had set for the run. 


It was forty-three minutes and forty-three seconds 
before the Cadillac with Soules driving finished second, and 
fifty minutes later Fred Fuller, in his National, finished. 


By this time the “howdy” crowd from Los Angeles had 
@: doing a procession around the track on their shoulders. 


The official time for the race showed that I had 
averaged 28.1 miles an hour, 1.5 miles an hour better than 


the best previous record between Los Angeles and Phoenix. 
Three time records had gone by the board; we had broken 
the time record from Los Angeles to Yuma, covering the 
distance in ten hours, forty-six minutes, twenty-six seconds. 
That got me 65% of the Yuma purse. From Yuma we had 
traveled to Phoenix in seven hours, twenty-three minutes 
and fifty-six seconds. 


Aside from changing a tire, we had made the trip 
entirely without attention to the car. Not a bit of mechan- 
ical trouble had developed, only one piece of hard luck with 
the tires had hampered us. We finished in excellent condi- 
tion, both as regards the car and as regards Smith and 
myself. 


We had won the hardest contest of the year, the Los 
Angeles-Phoenix classic, for three reasons: first, because 
we had the right car; second, because we had escaped acci- 
dent; and third, because we had studied the course. 


The car in which I had made the trip finished in per- 

fect condition and not a single mechanical adjustment had 
@....: made. The motor never faltered, even though at 
times we were running on low and intermediate gear for 
half an hour at a stretch. 


Outside of sore faces and eyes, caused by the sand 


Hamlin finishing first 

in Desert Race at Phoenix, Ariz., 

breaking all records for the course, 

beating the nearest competitor 

by forty-five minutes. 

storm through which we passed, both Andrew Smith, my 
mechanician, and I finished in good shape. Over the rough, 
rutty trails, when there had been cars ahead of us, we 


noticed that some of them left the ground entirely in places. 


Hamlin says “Positively my last race” 
after winning the long, hard 
Los Angeles-Phoenix grind. 


The pounding and jouncing that the drivers had undergone 
must have been terrific. 


My Franklin had held to the road in the most satisfac- 
tory way. 


I had really planned my schedule on the results I knew 
I would obtain from the construction of the car I drove, 
and that construction had stood me in good stead. 


This was the greatest win of all my racing efforts. At 
the end of this race I cashed all my bets! 


I did not race to Phoenix again but to add some final 
statistics the 1913 race was won by Olin Davis in a Loco- 
mobile in a time of 18 hours and 50 minutes. Twenty seven 
tried that year and only eight finished. The last race was 
held in 1914 and was won by Barney Oldfield in 23 hours 
and 1 minute driving a Stutz. So ended the story of one of 
the greatest races of all time. 
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FIVE YEARS on the DESERT 


Concluded * 


Mr. Hamlin and Dr. Smith in the 1912 
winner in front of the showrooms. The 
car had been cleaned up a bit, the gas 
headlight mounted and some of the traces 
of the desert grind have disappeared. The 
steering column brace has gone but the 
generator for the headlights and search- 
light may still be seen alongside the cut- 
away end of the engine boot. Sometime 
later the car was fitted with a more 
conventional roadster body by Harley 
Earl. Somewhere through the years the 
original got away from Mr. Hamlin but 
a duplicate with an Earl body may siill 
be seen in the Los Angeles County ~ 
Museum through the courtesy of Mr. 
Hanlin. 
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Several years ago we printed a short article 
on the usage of the circular form in radia- 
tors and grilles. As earlier Franklins were 
well identified with this form we undertook 
to try to discover who used it first. The 
data we printed was a summation of consid- 
erable checking by certain people in this 
country and was coordinated with the re- 
searching of at least three gentlemen from 
various parts of Europe. 

While there were certain contradictions in 
the data, we listed Delaunay- Belleville of 
1903 as probably first user on a ‘preponder- 
ance of evidence’ basis. Franklin first used 
it on a 1904 model. We listed some other 
American users of this form. We unwisely 
used the word ‘copied’ when ‘followed’ could 
have expressed it as well. This aroused the 
ire of a certain ‘historian’ who roundly took 
us to task over the dating of one American 
car. His dating seems to be correct on that 
car but it changed nothing in the relative 
listing. 

Now we find that apparently this man as 
well as all of those who did the original 
checking for us missed a bet. This picture, 
loaned to us through the courtesy of ROAD 
& TRACK, is an original photograph from 
the well known Daimler - Benz Museum at 
Stuttgart. This truck is an authenticated 
1898 model built by Daimler and uses a per- 
fect round radiator. After seeing this pic- 
ture the American collaborator on origin } 
search tells us that he probably saw thi 
truck in Stuttgart in 1954 but forgot it while 
helping on the story. 

So it appears that both Delaunay - Belleville 
and Franklin ‘followed’ Daimler 


2 ‘ <i * nek ee ae Ne ON ee am lg Bs ae 
a he p Vis . i igs « , coon: 
: 
"4 
; ee ee Ly ait 3 : : — 
nd ee | : | 7 hy . . Lae 
. ‘ 4 { ii , ek oe ie! i oe, - bo - << _ % - “ ate : 
ay § ees: : eee, SS a bar 
a 4 - 4 wee eo ee ee i 
- | .. re x ty | Sea . = 
 \ ia < : ae ee, A 3 
: { ; ae As a . i ¢ Pi ris Tab 3 : 5 he § ae 7 
7 makes Seon an 
1 EE ar ee ee oo Fr ; be 4 
cj ’ tes a. ed Re ? . gee } 
‘ 4 > 2 * : = _. PS 
Lo «| he va 
i ¢ “gt at ee: y , Saal 4 . 
2 \ a oe " ‘ [ 4 4 ‘ | 
ak . : are X ag ee 3 a = if 
. Ee Se ‘ “~S :? a | 
ae eee ee ie ze ae ; i 
R “ at leah . a | 
; <i . bd. | a” a J ; 
er ‘ei E 
ee ea -~ ££ y 
: * : 
Li i 
Me DEDEDE OL Dw DN 
‘ 
pe eee, -_ 
: ; ao SS ie —— : ee bake: 
: aoe bs re ae 4 AER? : 
ere a : ae as we 
eS se bavi — 5. ¥ ie 
P Bi ot Re ee 4 we eh a 
i. A= as 1 [ bee at) 
op - Sa, ai ’ ‘ Sy 
cs ee ~ is a - > eae 
TO xin all a: 
—S ; hy, % - —_—— Se 
Me i) — 
7 FNS i= : (>> ‘ 
‘ ACESS RSE a +f % 
: SN 4 ae 
Me i! Me SoS 
= . SS Zagk le 
F ag i | a. = RA g git 
a s } ’ ar —. & 
« a be ee ¢ a i. gat a * ae — 
ae aa % Si £ ae goa aie 
z : + agt oo eae . ' 
ae / Me FESS” ™~ — ie. : ’ 
r 4 , 4 : | Y, ‘ ses . ' ~ oa 3 kod _ id o™ i : F 
ie 4 a E o 
F ae... seh “2 Syeekc = Lamaaiatere gy aig 
= emer i 
ee 5 7 ‘ ‘- -— <<" ps ea re 
i ria ae St . ers a *y s o— © vc bts : 
ae =. 2" a Pare SG Sort . g Ear ce. - <0 i 
| : be Te a Ee ae eis te 
aa as bee tes S- J Poe St 
= 3 eS ete Sowa < y ae —; ae 
Pct eerste “S-As Sox Pie rae. waa 2 ae 
gt S= 1 SY “Sees ss F: SS SS ae eo 
ee so fas 3 ~ Fc > re S =f <a es 
a = = os - - oe ™ = = = e? “7 ; " 
i. aa Bee, | eee) OP fei ee = ae 
a SE ne oi SMe oy) te CS oS has en es a 2. 33) 
nS Se a OU 


Eight Times 


Around 


THE EIGHTH TREK was surely the best so far. 
For most everyone who was there our little side 
sketch would seem to have no significance, but 
to the Gales and the Amicks it is singularly 
appropriate. Last year Bill Gale was selected as 
Chairman for the Eighth Trek. With the sinister 
history of Trek Chairmen who had gone before 
it was foolhardy for Bill to accept. But Bill is not superstitious, 
Bill doesn’t hold with those old wive’s tales, it was all nonsense 
ee 
Bill went to the hospital as have so many daring Trek Masters 
before him. . . . Chape Condit and his cohorts took over... . 
the kind fates permitted Bill Gale to recover in time to at least 
attend the affair. 

The Amicks took off from Maryland with the Countess, 
reaching Syracuse on Thursday afternoon after two days of 
golopinary weather, no rain and really no sun either, just damp, 
crummy, cold weather all the way. Friday around noontime 
Dorothy went to a Syracuse hospital, pneumonia. With much 
help from Dr. Frank Boyer and a local doctor she started 
recovery rapidly but not in time to enjoy any of the Trek 

activities. She finally flew home the following Tuesday, the 
@«: Amick followed a day later with the Countess and as he 

rites this he is showing the first signs of recovering from 
that triple damned air conditioning that gets him every year, 
he can walk fairly well again! By now Dorothy is much im- 
proved. So it seems the Gales and the Amicks really were 
Behind the Eight Ball. 
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With no further thread of facetiousness I want to express 
our deep appreciation to everyone for their thoughtfulness and 
kindness during Dorothy Amick’s illness, the people in the 
garage, the hotel staff and all our members. If I had ever enter- 
tained any doubts about the true friendliness of Franklin people 
such doubts would have melted away. Offers to drive Dorothy 
home in a closed car, offers of extra funds, flowers, gifts and 
continual kindliness. Again, many thanks. And now may I beg 
indulgence if my reporting of this Trek is skimpy and possibly 
right inaccurate, much of it I did not see. 

Our regular annual meeting was called at about eight o’clock 
on Friday evening in Parlor D with a pretty fat turnout. Presi- 
dent Eckert, of course, presided and Miss Josephine Lewinsohn 
took over as Secretary of the Meeting. A report from the Presi- 
dent and one from the Treasurer was read and indicated that 
the club was doing well, a slow increase in membership and 
staying well in the “blue.” 

A number of matters were brought up and discussed, several 
of them to great length. Someone proposed that our club go on 
record in seeking Antique licenses in the various states. This 
was opposed for the most part and I heartily concur in that side 
of the question. I am not at all sold on this idea anyway and 
felt no good would come of sticking our neck out into the 
wilderness of politics. I was happy that the matter was dropped. 
On the other hand I strongly supported the idea that the Club 
be incorporated. After long and serious discussion it was decided 
that such a step should be taken. John Carl Foster, a Pennsyl- 
vania attorney, offered to handle it without legal costs to the 
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Edmund Dawson's 10A with the Vee windshield took second in its class at Syracuse. 
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The 10A of Allen Leibensperger took one of the VMC CA 


special awards. Note straight windshield by comparison with 
the Duwson 10A on Page 16. 


Ex poate Et —~ 
An unfortunately poor od coated picture of an excep- 
tionally fine 1931 Convertible. Peter Rosetty of New Jersey 
took first in his class with this one. 
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1931 Brougham of George King. 
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club if it was accomplished in Pennsylvania. In any other state 
John would probably have to call for outside legal assistance. 
Still another matter was the question of what to do with Club 
owned cars. This matter was turned over to the Executive Com- 
mittee for study and possible action. 

The results of the balloting for Advisors was then reported. 
The new Advisors to join the Board on the first of September 
are Bruce Cox of Michigan, William Gewand of New York, 
Donald Kitchin of Pennsylvania and Moody Wharam of Virginia. 
The test vote on location of the annual Trek overwhelmingly 
confirmed the Resolution adopted last year that the Trek should 
be held permanently in Syracuse during the latter part of August. 
The vote on this subject was exactly four to one in favor of the 
permanent Syracuse location. Dr. Eckert announced the dates 
of the 9th Trek as being August 16, 17 and 18. Whether the extra 
day was meant to be an extension of the Trek or whether the 
good doctor was merely al'owing for the usual Thursday early 
birds, “deponent sayeth not.” 

For reasons already mentioned I did not get to Drumlins 
on Friday. Fenton Meredith volunteered to be a reporter... 
that is not strictly true, he didn’t volunteer, I had to beat him 
over the head first . . . so as I was not there at all I believe 
I should just quote Fenton’s letter at this point: 

“We all enjoyed Drumlins Country Club very much and 
thought it a great improvement on the previous year’s Friday 
afternoon standing in the park. As you probably know we were 
given mimeographed sheets of very clear and concise directions 
on how to reach Drumlins from the Madison-Warren. These 
were easy to follow even while running a destruction test on a 
1911 Model G transmission .. . we were having no luck at all 
in making a smooth, quiet shift into reverse after starting off 
briskly in low gear. ... We Merediths would never have gotten 
started at all if it had not been for the good offices of Bill 
Miller and his passenger who helped push a nice red Series 9 
(from Ohio and an award winner) away from where it had us 
blocked in the parking lot. As it was we were among the last 
to reach Drumlins, leading Bill Miller who had no poop sheet. 

“Upon arrival we parked alongside Earl’s 1912 G and then 
talked and wandered around looking at cars. Vivian and I met 
Ann DeBolt and had a nice talk with her, among other things 
she mentioned a. company in Texas that will make tailored 
dusters and caps in authentic materials and styling. We were 
also interested in a “technical” sport shirt “sported”. by Archie 
Snare, it had accurate prints of secticnal drawings of early auto- 
mobiles, from magazines like Horseless Age. of course Archie 
didn’t know much about it . Mrs. Archie had done the 
shopping. 

“Hank Manwell created considerable consternation (if that 
be the word) by bringing in the very unrestored remains of a 
Series 15 on a trailer pulled by the seemingly ageless Manwell 
Rover (that’s a car, that is, the Rover, I mean). There were 
many learned comments on the remains, “They’re going to 
raffle it off—no they’re going to sell it at auction—after they 
simonize it..... ” but in the milling around I never did find 
out why it was there. Also at Drumlins was a chap with a 
very sophisticated looking movie camera who was making movies 
to show on TV that evening. He would settle for no one but 
Betty and George Boyer (George is the cuttin’ doctor, remem- 
ber?) to be the stars of his production with their gorgeous 
little white roadster.. ‘ 

“The weather was perfect but the sun was warm so after 
awhile Vivian and I were glad to repair to the dark inner 
recesses of} Drumlins where after a couple of theraputic potions 
we enjoyed a delicious luncheon, and were chased out and round- 
ed up just in time to join the procession for the return to 
Madison—Warren and the good ’ole Hotel Syracuse. After your 
sending Vivian and I back to our table with a Martini in each 
hand we're lucky to remember being there! Seriously, I never 
thought to note down the awards. [At this point be assured 
that more responsible “reporters,” in the person of Boyer and 
Eckert, did note down the awards... . Ed.] 

“You know I always think how I would like to finish up 
my Series 8. It would be a good tour car and a real pleasure 
to drive to Syracuse, and to my knowledge, there has never 
been a Series 8 at a Trek. According to all reports Dr. Boyer’s 
Series 5 is a real wildcat and always easily leaves the later 
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cars in their cavalcade behind, especially on the hills.” [This is 
what the editor has been trying to tell some of you nonbelievers 
for years. ... AHA} 

We had a slightly different assembly ground at the lake 
this time. I liked it better. There seemed to be more shade and 
more benches, though the familiar pavilion was missing. This 
location was right down at the edge of the lake, if anything a 
more beautiful spot than before. The cars were lined up in two 
rows, very easy for inspection though probably a bit tight to- 
gether for the picture takers, anyway just about any owner 
would have moved his car out of the line for the asking. Un- 
fortunately none of the pictures we have were so aimed as to 
show the lake front. Cars were again lined up by ages begin- 
ning with Wilkinson’s 1905 and ending with Wharam’s 1934. 
Included in the impressive line were two barrels, four or five 
Renaults, Series 9s and 10s, deCausse jobs, Dietrichs and a V-12, 
not to overlook the Fox and the Frayer-Miller. Around forty in 
all. Not only were there quite a few cars new to the Trek but 
it was most noticeable that the standard of restoration in our 
club is steadily climbing. I think the official count this year 
was forty two cars and one hundred and forty one people. Its 
a nice steady little gain each year, increasing just enough to be 
highly encouraging but at a slow enough rate that we can 
still easily get acquainted and should never reach the mob 
proportions that is stealing the charm from some of the older 
events. We simply do not have that many people. 

Lots of interesting cars there this year, some new and some 
Trek veterans, led off, of course, by that Trek champion, the 
Moore Pirate on its eighth voyage. Then George Kipp’s Fox on 
its second Trek and the prize winning Frayer-Miller of Al 
Nippert, a splendidly restored specimen and a deserving Best 


Al Nippert, with a full complement, appears to have 
made a late entry at the Madison—Warren. 
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The beautifully finished engine of Dr. Frank Boyer's 11A 


Touring. 


The engine of Emery Sanderson's 1908 Model G. This 
one has battery ignition through not original type equipment. 


The 1912 G of Sam DeBolt shows a return to side by 


side valves after three years use of the concentrie type. 


The engine of the Frayer-Miller shows quile advanced de- 
sign for 1908. Jacketed cylinders with a housed blower, 
though not the Sirocco of later Franklins. ..Note the built up 
intake manifold. 


Dr. George Boyer’s 1908 engine. This shows a factory 
modernization kit providing a gear driven fan and a chain 
driven Bosch magneto. The carburetor is not an original. 
The apparent excessive tappet clearance on first cylinder is 
due to fact that exhaust is carried down with the opening 
intake. 


Pe paises. m ia re ae ie ee eon oR | i RRR: Se OS a cee 
i x et a ec ~~ i eli 3 as ee , 
i ! : ; ie 4 ‘ a ee, 4 Meek my ort oe Bags >. + fy pie ? 
, a ~ + Sd i an: eee ofS a . ~ hae ea j 
— ee, , aa | ne 
% fs ™~ . > ae ee 7 ee ‘Sy P a ee Hee ee, ta _ MN a ey oman %: = y 
i a} Yo 6 amma _-_ = aS tk meg Pe ee aa 4 \ \ a erie . i 
oa f ~ —_ ‘I 3 " eB i a - PP igs oe S: Be pope te ? ee = - a he ‘ 
: { ee Grea NE oe Ae are .) a —_ aa ‘ 
a : — al aN ve ; Dae Re TE 
SS : Leeda vs . . ie ne Se pe is ae p f 
~ oe as. m 7 ae ie ton Maa ae a 
4 di, oo da is « LS : a ea: 4 vie eer om 
5 op a > Ls i Lo a eS 
z rat } wey Sate et Bey : ae . eel Bae oe ad mu : : 
L 5 “> oa * \ : Mm? i ww 4 , ih i. ae + ea: on: ee it a a * "EG ad 
| ae . a ats “TE TR eR aa 
‘ 2 aR : { a = = be PN Se —— eS a CS a 
. *. 7S OS te ! oe ree = 7 ie tee aa 
: a oe a Sah oof ee a Be an ie eh i 
a af eae Sa VS So Pee OO ee ee “ 
; . BM ee pe a es i ne a bse oe ae ; 
\. f ee ; ’ {SSS = " i* ed ——— ” 
i »~ y) . = - : 
: a a Se . : ] 
*. uy ~ 
j |  _. Basar bak ea. lt | 
' oe. wings ee << . ‘ See 3 
: . a eng D wa a t 3 ae a 2 oe ‘ae 
a: « ey rw : Re af Tek ee 
a i _ 6 ot, sage Geen ge eI a | 
. ee ia L = meh ti = <a ~~ 
5 az =a Sa - 
. a Bis: a : = 
4 - ) 1 ekg rsa “ h. : e 4 — ~ a & ‘ 5 
; o7 a : q > BS md ee + 
tt“ is ¢ | 
u , eas é a wa oie 9 
na; a be a é “a . a coe ‘ by — 
poe | 7 P thats sa Pa a ss S Je ge Pe 3m ac} pel *, oa 
- = ; a eee - Me a : ie = “: ~~ 
5 ae Tl ~ : : 5 2 
¥ 4 . Be: ie oe p : . vl ~ r 
: of em 3 Bes e ie awe ‘ ; ¢ ee + Se ~*~ 
pa : a ~~) , a ’ . a =} . FF. 
ial ' Sy a Sn te  & ’ 
Cesta a Tae. < 
TT ee LS me s. _ 
a LEFT 
' | / (Pe ~ a ‘AS / 
| aa > 
4 a > ~ } 
ae oe , Sees ; oe te 
| . Jf XS Senses, 2s a 
(> So oe 
3 . ar RMS ee ge c oo 1 
ee ee i ra |e phe 
Rene | eee t RIGHT 
-* i |Z ‘] ’ 4. “A ¥ ; “ 
t fi ¥ a a a i in " $253 
rae et Wig Silla as P ~~ 
Ph, ri Se » ~— es 4 ee 
; , ai, .  — ba ] ; s 
= Wied Wi bone . . ~ ah) pet a 
| ¥ es =." e} 
a , ne! Pie a a © 
— : % — : . Soi 
‘i . a r in ic vn ~~ ~ . ~ 
a ' a Ven rave 2h a J 
é eae J — 
7 
A ee Tid P ict aetias 3 axe Dee a Be ae. vise ean - r ee i" Bye wes ak py ee BB , Ace Ge ae 7 ae = 2 bi coe . 
ce. * er AS ania (oe aos 3c ite Serie A vane hae. ae fa: ae Sukie eo ee ets a 


in Show car. Ed Midura and his outstanding Boattail of 1926, a 
real knockout if we ever saw one; Charlie Novitt and his '26 
oupe, a first timer I think; Doc Boyer and his 1908 G runabout, 
a tribute to Dutch Kern and the Wendlings of Macungie; also 
the same type 1908 that Emory Sanderson drove in from Mas- 
sachusetts. I would not want to have to choose between these 
two wonderful round hoods (somebody did, for one won one 
award and the other another); Pete Rosetty with another award 
winner, a '31 convertible, another first timer, if I’m not goofing; 
the Bill Crankers rolled in from Toledo (five of them) in as 
pretty a 9B as you ever saw, took home a ribbon, too, they are 
also first timers; Leonard Beck and his V-12 made their second 
appearance; Doc Frank Boyer (the thinkin’ doctor) showed up 
in his re-restored 11A Phaeton, an almost unbelievable job (this 
ad is NOT free, will Wilkinson and Sharp please remit); G. 
Boyer’s Series 5, one of this writer’s favorites (Doc, for the love 
of Mike, when are you going to clean that oil guage?); must 
not forget Sam DeBolt and his 1912 G runabout, another favorite 
of this recorder. When I was quite a young buck I used to 
drive a 1912 G Runabout (Nope, I’ll confess I had been driving 
long before that), also Dorothy learned to drive on that car 
so when I saw Sam DeBolt’s ’12 G I just left the Countess in 
the garage and rode to the lake with him. Golly, its just as nice 
and smooth running as I remembered it, coming back I mean, 
for going to the lake we lost a plug and could not stop to change 
it. Sam had previously asked Dorothy to drive it that day, but 
that did not work out. Burton Smith of Vermont and Cabin John 
Smith of Maryland were there with their usual mounts, Cabin 
John with his 1931 and Burton with his ’27, both convertibles; 
Macy Jenkins in the Victoria Phaeton with the same girl and 
George King with an outstanding Series 13 roadster. I am sure 
I’ve missed a lot of them, but, remember I was not there for 
much of the time. Oh, yes, must not forget Ed Dawson and 
his exceptionally fine example of a Series 10 sedan. I seem to 
remember a nice looking 9B roadster, think it belonged to 
Theodore Tallmadge. That does it as far as my memory will 
carry me, though I know I have overlooked some fine cars. 
Meredith was still supposed to “be on duty” at the banquet 
to take down notes for me. Fortunately I did not trust him 
completely for his comment about the two handed Martini is 
right and he did not mark down the prize winners, Of course 
I didn’t either but fortunately both medics, Boyer and Eckert, 
did write them down and so bailed me out. You know one year I 
completely forgot to list the winners in the Trek report and 
never discovered it until I started to write this year’s report. 
Guess there were some hard words said about the editor but 
nobody wrote to tell me off about it! 


Gathered at Bill Cranker’s Nine, John Banks and Len 
Miller seem to be recalling their Canadian run to Bill and 
Doc Eckert. 
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A few of ‘em at the picnic by the Lake. Bruce Cox, 
Mrs. Bill Gewand, Karl Feather, Dave Doman and a young 


man that we do not recognize. 


Just a shot of a bunch of air cooled lunch hounds. 
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Head Table Brass. Vice President Harry Moore, Chairman Chapin Condit, HCCA President 
Sam DeBolt, Mrs. DeBold, President Robert Eckert, Max Skyer, John Banks, Leonard Miller and 


Walter Winchester. 


There were two points that I did not like about this year’s 
banquet. I arrived too late to get a Manhattan and had to 
drink a Martini (Ugh!!) and I was also side tracked at a table 
right alongside the back door which calls to mind that we 
should have sound equipment for the benefit of some of us whose 
own sound equipment is showing some tread wear. Surely the 
Hotel, or maybe SUNOCO (Adv.) could set up an amplifier. I 
did manage to hear considerable of Sam DeBolt’s talk. Sam, in 
addition to his primary classification as an HHFC member, is 
also president of The Horseless Carriage Club and brought the 
greetings of that organization. He is spending much of the year 
in visiting HCCA Regions all around this country. I missed most 
of the remarks of the Johnny Banks-Len Miller team. I missed 
“em at the dinner, that is, actually this inimitable team had tried 
out their talk for size, and for my benefit, in their rooms the 
day before so at least I knew what was coming. Right here I’m 
going to rat on them a little. Johnny lost their notes and they 
had to ad lib considerably to keep it going. DeBolt, Miller and 
Banks were not in an enviable position for they were bound to 
be judged against the wonderful speech by Dietrich last year. 
The applause was much too loud and continuous to be just 
polite, so I guess their “Hooper” rating has not suffered. Next 
year’s man better be good! 

For the second time in a row Chape forgot to announce the 
election results. Max Skyer went up to tip him off before the 
affair was over but in the meantime someone at the table must 
have nudged Chape for he suddenly stood up and gave out the 
results. Bob Eckert, as was to be expected, succeeds himself as 
President, Edward Sammis takes over the Vice Presidency from 
Harry Moore, Miles Amick continues as “tax collector” and Miss 
Josephine Lewinsohn was named Corresponding Secretary to 
replace Don Kitchn, resigned. Under the ruling adopted last 
year these new officers and the new Advisors take over office 
on September first. 


THE AWARD WINNERS 

BEST IN SHOW 

1908 Frayer - Miller 
CROSS ENGINE THROUGH 1919 

1: 1908 Runabout 

2: 1912 Runabout 

3: 1917 Touring 
SERIES 10 1920 THROUGH SERIES 13 

1: 1925 Series 11A Boattail Roadster Edward Midura 

2: 1923 Series 10A Sedan Edmund Dawson 

3: 1925 Series 11A Touring Dr. Frank Boyer 
SERIES 14 AND ON 

1: 1931 Convertible Coupe 

2: 1931 Brougham George King 

3: 1934 Limousine Moody Wharam 

On behalf of the Connecticut Valley Region of the Veteran 
Motor Car Club, President Oscar Springer presented two special 
trophies. The winners were: 

1: 1908 Runabout 

2: 1923 10A Sedan 


Albert D. Nippert 
Emery Sanderson 


Samuel DeBolt 
William Cranker 


Peter Rosetty 


Dr. George Boyer 
Allen Leibensperger 


-22- 


ROLL CALL 

Mr. Warren Adriance, Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Amick, Mr. Leon- 
ard Aquilino, Mr. Kenneth J. Artis, Mr. Willis Baer, Mr. John 
Banks, Mr. Kenneth F. Barton, Mr. David K. Bausch, Mr. Leon- 
ard Beck, Miss Edna Belzner, Dr. and Mrs. Frank Boyer, Mr. 
George F. Boyer, Miss Carol Boyer, Dr. and Mrs. George Boyer, 
Miss Susan Boyer, Miss Wendy Boyer, Miss Nanette Boyer, Mr. 
Earl Buchman, Mr. William J. Chattin, Mr. and Mrs. William 
H. Collins, Mr. Donald Chapman, Mr. W. Chapin Condit, Mr. 
William Condit, Mr. Bruce Cox, Mr. and Mrs. William R. Cranker, 
Miss Betty Cranker, Miss Cindy Cranker, Mr. Peter Cranker, 
M. Lloyd Davis, Mr. and Mrs.Edmund Dawson Miss Joan Daw- 
son, Mr. Nick Dawson, Mr. Robert DeHart, Mr. David Doman, 


Mr. Brad Doman, Mr. Mark Doman, Mr. and Mrs. Carl T. Doman i 


Mr. and Mrs. Samuel DeBolt, Mr. Russell E. Decker, Miss Sall 
Dulin, Miss Esther Dulin, Dr. Robert T. Eckert, Mr. Joel Eckert, 
Mr. Karl Feather, Mr. Raymond File, Mr. Harold Finley, Mr. 
Robert Finley, Mr Fritz Gizowski, Mr. and Mrs. John Carl Foster, 
Miss Daisy Foster, Mr. Howard Franklin, Mr. and Mrs. William 
Gewand, Miss Marlene Gewand, Miss Georgianna Gewand, Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry Gray, Mr. David Gray, Miss Bonnie Gray, Mr. 
Edwin R. Golus, Mr. Paul Golus, Mr. Richard T. Hall, Miss 
Elizabeth Hess, Mr. John H. Hill, Mr. Gordon Howard, Mr. and 
Mrs. L. E. Humphrey, Mr. Harold M. Jenkins, Mr. Russell Keeler, 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Kern, Mr. George O. King, Mr. Donald 
Kitchin, Mr. George A. Kipp, Mrs. Sophie Lewinsohn, Miss Helene 
Lewinshon, Miss Josephine Lewinsohn, Mr. and Mrs. Allen 
Leibensperger, Dr. and Mrs. Walter Lindsey, Mr. and Mrs. 
William Mackey, Mr. Henry Manwell, Col. and Mrs. Harold 
Marshall, Mr. Robert Meredith, Mr. and Mrs. Fenton Meredith, 
Mr. George S. Metzger, Mr. Edward Midura, Mr. William H. 
Miller, Mr. Harry Moore, Mr. Robert Moore, Miss Joan Murphy, 
Mr. Roy Nelson, Mr. Albert D. Nippert, Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Novitt, Mr. N. J. Partushan, Mr. Modest Poudrier, Mr. Frank 
Parks, Mr. and Mrs. Peter R. Rosetty, Mr. Charles Rothermel, 
Mr. Guy Reese, Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Sammis, Mr. Clifford 
Sanderson, Mr. Emery Sanderson, Mr. and Mrs. LeRoy Schaeffer, 
Mr. Max Skyer, Mr. Burton Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Smith, 
Mr. Archibald S. Snare, Mr. Oscar Springer, Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Stender, Mr. Vernon Stone, Mr. Neil Sugarmeyer, Mr. and Mrs. 
Moody Wharam, Mr. Moody Wharam, Jr., Miss Carol Wood, Mr. 
Frederick S. Wiltse, Mr. and Mrs. Theodore D. Tallmadge, Miss 
Bessie Troutman, Mr. Robert Van Alstyne, Mr. Stanley D. 
Wilkinson, Mr. Walter F. Winchester, Mr. James Zimmer. 


Incidentally everyone was most happy to 
see Sophie Lewinsohn at the banquet. Sophie 
Lewinsohn and Walt Winchester are prob- 
ably about tied for Senior Member. Walt 
wasn’t any too well last winter but since 
we had seen her last our beloved Sophie had 
really been seriously ill, very seriously ill 
and her recovery is simply remarkable. As 
we broke up each of these two said, 

“See you next year” 
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by members. 


The John Burns Column was formerly personally conducted by the late Mr. Burns. 
It is now handled by a board of Franklin engineers and special experts who, out of 
their wide experience, will undertake to assist members with their technical problems. 
In addition it will from time to time, as before, contain tips and suggestions sent in 


All correspondence for this column should be direct with the Editorial Office at 
Cumberland, Maryland. You will be expected to furnish this office with copies of your 
questions and the answers for possible inclusion in this column. 


COOLING THE GENERATOR 


RUSSELL DAY of Texas sent us this information and the pic- 
tures of the simple modification to his generator which he 
states has resulted in considerable improvement in output 
without heat. 

I am enclosing pictures of the modification used on my 1928 
Franklin series 12 Owen-Dyneto generator. With this “air blast” 
cooling system I am getting ample output from the generator to 
enable me to use the car for night driving. 

Picture No. 1 shows the system using flex-cloth tubing used 
on most aircraft. There is plenty of air and ample pressure in 
the upper air housing to supply the generator armature with 
cooling air. 

The No. 2 picture shows the nipple welded on to the genera- 
tor cap. I also drilled several %-inch holes for air outlets. This 
system cools the generator and you can pull 12 to 15 amps with- 
out overheating it. 
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LOOSE MOUNTING NUTS 


RUSSELL DAY of Houston also asks several questions re- 
garding the Series Twelve. 

“Should the two ‘studs’ that hold the front section of the 
engine to the cross member be tight or left slightly loose to 
obtain flexibility? I know of one Franklin here that has been 
overhauled and these nuts were left loose. 

Can the Series 12 engine be mounted in the frame with any 
sort of rubber vibration absorbers? 

Why do some Series 12s have a ‘Spirit of St. Louis’ emblem 
on the grille while others have the Lion? 


Answer by Mr. Buchman: 


I have heard of leaving the center nuts loose on the front 
cross member carrying the engine but I never liked the idea. I 
never left them loose and never had any trouble. 

Series 12 had little vibration and needs no rubber mounting. 
If it is anything but a seven passenger it also has a wooden 
frame and what little, if any, vibration is absorbed there. 

In 1928 there were two models, 12A and 12B, the latter 
having a little higher compression. 12B should have the Spirit 
of St. Louis emblem also a mirror on each fender. The 12A had 
the Lion. 
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Russell Day of Houston has been a frequent contributor to this 
page. So far all the suggestions he has offered have been tried out 
on this good looking Series 12. The Russell Days use this car 
regularly but also have found time to attend a few of the Texas Tours 
where the Victoria has been a steady prize winner, Third in class 
on the 8th Tour and First on the 9th Tour. Not to mention winning 
a slow race agains! all comers in the 9th Texas. 
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tT PLACE 


Classified advertisements are free to members, subject A | 
available space. Advertisements from non-members may be 
—— without charge, at the discretion of the Classified 

itor. 


Members are reminded that misrepresentation in advertise- 
ments may result in their being dropped from the Club rolls. 
They are further reminded that the publishing of their adver- 
tisements entails an obligation to answer all inquiries. 


Box 535, Cumberland, Maryland 


FOR SALE 


1923 SEDAN, SERIES 10B. Excellent condition, restored several 
years ago. 56,000 original miles. Franklin B. Tucker, 216 
Central Avenue, West Caldwell, N. J. 


1931 LIMOUSINE. Rough but restorable. Kenneth Kern, Box 52, 
Coopersburg, Pennsylvania. 


WANTED 


FOR 1929 SERIES 135 BROUGHAM. Timing chain. Set of shell 
rod bearings, .001 under size. Set of shell mains, .001 under 
size. Set piston rings, standard or .005 over size. 5 exhaust 
valves. Complete set gaskets except cylinder gaskets. R. C. 
Colley, 1- 13th Avenue, Columbus 1, Ohio. 


FRANKLIN SPEEDSTER, any year or pre 1926 Franklin. Un- 
restored or semi-restored. Must be complete and located near 
Detroit. Robert Skudlarek, 4865 Rosalie, Dearborn, Michigan. 


. ANY OPEN BODY FRANKLIN. Condition not important. Will 


buy body only. Al Briggs, 260 Short Hills Avenue, Springfield, 
New Jersey. 


Kneip mentioned this one 


In December 1960 we published a story on Franklin trucks 
by Walter Kneip who was at one time Commercial Engineer for 
the Company, later to become a dealer in Baltimore and Wash- 
ington. 


FRANKLIN 1910 THROUGH 1912. Willis Baer, Elkins, West 
Virginia. 


NEED TRUNK FOR 1929 AND 1932. Also one wire whee!. six 
hub caps, two fender parking lights for 1929. R. E. Lower, 
2531 South Limestone Street, Springfield, Ohio. 


FOR 1932 OLYMPIC SEDAN. ‘Radiator’ shell and grille. Head 
and tail lights. Front *:: “ers with wells and tire mounting 
brackets. Good h» s, rear fenders. Complete dash. 
Andrew P. Witter » .J2 Edgemont Road, Scarsdale, N. Y. 


LEADS 


BRASS PERIOD FRANKLIN, unknown year. Excellent con- 
dition, all brass on car. Contact: A. Le Berte, Alabama Elec- 
tric Battery Company, 2011 2nd Avenue South, Birmingham 
Alabama. Phone ALpine 2-5423. =e 


¥ESEEELESLE LE LY 
Apparently right now just about everybody has all the parts 
they need and do not feel much like trading or buying cars. 
These are the only classified advertisements on file in the ACN 
office. So we’ll use up this “billboard” space with a short article. 


~ 


Mr. Kneip mentioned that there were many special jobs built, 
indeed to quote from his story, “As I look back on it now we 
didn’t ever get into the business of producing a lot of on thing. 
Every order was special.” Among the special trucks he men- 
tioned were several flanged wheel affairs that were sold to cer- 
tain mines. 

Since the story was printed we found this picture of one 
of the railroad jobs. The car was sold by the Quaker City Auto- 
mobile Company, the Philadelphia dealer, to the Thacher Coal 
and Coke Company of Pennsylvania. Quoting the short article 
with the picture, circa 1908, “this truck has been fitted with 
steel flanged wheels and will be run upon the railroad tracks 
throughout the Pennsylvania mines and shipping yards of the 
Thacker Company for carrying supplies and general utility pur- 
poses. 

“This use of the automobile truck in the transportation of 
coal mine supplies is another step in advance, and proves the 
great variety of uses to which trucks can be put. It can be 
made to effectually supersede the time honored hand car, and 
will undoubtedly supplant it in the near future for general rail- 


road purposes.” 

Opposite page shows the 1908 of Dr. Boyer, Class winner 9 
special Connecticut Valley Region, Veteran Motor Car Club 
award. The dark 1908 of Emery Sanderson won First in Class 
HHFC Award. 
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Announcing an 
entirely new line of 


FRANKLIN- 


AIR COOLED CARS 


PRICES. 


The One-Thirty Saloon - £730 
The One-Thirty Five Saloon £820 
The One-Thirtv Seven Saloon £IOO 


TO THE TRADE. 


Arrangements now being 
made for representation 
in several territories. 


The Car that can't freeze, 


cant overheat, needs no 
water and is SILENT as 
the night. 


“| “HIS” advertisement marks the commencement of a 
new development in motoring in this country. 


From now on, the most comfortable ‘‘ mile-a-minute’’ car 
in the world, the car with the ‘aeroplane feel,’’ the 
Franklin—puts at the disposal of British motorists all the 
advantages of perfected Air Cooled motoring—at new 
low prices. ? 

If air cooling cools—why be bothered with the bulk and 
worry of water ? 


These new Franklin models (several with English bodies) 
are the outcome of 27 years’ continuous manufacture. 
During that period thousands of Franklins have earned 
laurels on Road and Track. 75°., of all Franklins ever 
made are still in service. 


If you would savour a new sensation in motoring, take a 


trial run in these new Franklins. Demonstration runs 
arranged on receipt of a postcard. 


12, NEW BURLINGTON STREET, LON 
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